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„ t , September 2003 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

, in r f R §§ 1 97 and 1.98, applicant (s) hereby 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. a . » ' «* atement f or consideration 
submit (s) an Information Disclosure Statement 

by the Examiner. 



The patents, publications, or other ^jf™^ 
for consideration by the Office are listed on Piu i* 
hereto . 



II. 



COPIES 
a. □ 



b. ia 



This application was filed before J^e JO' 2 °°* y 
Accordingly, submitted herewith is a legible copy 
of (i) each U.S. and f oreign patent; (xx ) each 
publication or that portion which caused it 
listed; and (iii) all other information or that 
portion which caused it to be listed. 

This application was filed on or after 
Tftis appix^ Accordingly, copies of cited US 

patent documents and non-patent literature 
included . 
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□ This application is a National Phase of a per 

ofthf PTO-i44 S 9° "e 0 not enctos'ed because they were 
cited in the International Search Report and 
copies should be forwarded from the I^ernatxoaal 
Search Authority. If copies are needed, please 
contact the undersigned. 



HL CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE REL EVANCE 
(check at least one box) 

a. H DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The oatents, publications, or other information 

listed on th' e Attached PTO 1449 are in the English 

languagS and therefore, do not require a statement 
of relevancy. 

b. □ DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

A concise explanation of the relevance of all 
patents, publications, or other information listed 
fh 'not in the English language is as follows: 



c. □ ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 

An English language version of the search report 
or action that indicates the degree of relevance 
found by the foreign office is attached, thereby 
satisfvinq the requirement for a concise 
expiamSon. See MPEP 609(111) (A) (3) . 

d. □ OTHER 

The following additional information is provided 
for the Examiner's consideration. 
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FEES 

therefore, no fee is required. 

If the Examiner has any questions concerning this IDS 

charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 02 2448. 

if necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this 
concurrent^^anrfuture replies to charge . payment or c-dxt 
overpayment to Deposit Account No - 02-2448 ff r ^ny 
fees required under 37 C.f.k. s -l-j-" 3 
particularly, extension of time fees. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 

.. . *32,S£f 

_JL^GerAld M. Murphy, Jr., #28,977 
P.O. Box 747 

GMM/sll Falls ChurCh ' VA 2204 °-° 747 

0^1 1U17P (703) 205-8000 

Attachment (s) : B Form PTO-1449 (s) 
^ Documents 

□ Foreign Search Report 

□ Fee 

□ Other : 

(Rev. 08/14/03) 
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Form PTO-1449 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY DOCKET NO. 

0171-1017P 



APPLICATION NO. 

NEW 



APPLICANT 

HIRAHARA, Kazuhiro et al 



FILING DATE 

September 2003 



GROUP 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



Kind 



DATE 



NAME 



PILING DATE 
IP APPROPRIATE 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Office 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



EP 



0 447 747 



Kind 



A2 



DATE 



1991-09-25 



COUNTRY 



SUB 
CLASS 



TRANSLATION 



EP 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Include Nana of the author (in CAPITAL letters) , title of the article <when appropriate), title of the item (book, maga.ine. 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.) date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 



Journal of Crystal Growth, 77 (1986), pp. 47-54. 



Analyst, May 1990, Vol. 115, pp. 535-538. 



Spectrochimica Acta, Vol. 44B, No. 10, pp. 1041-1048, 1989. 



Journal of Analytical Atomic Spectrometry, December 1994, Vol 9, pp . 1121-1128 . 



Journal of Electronic Materials, Vo. 18, No. 5, 1989, pp. 593 -598. 



EXAMINER 



I DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, wh ether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.B.P- 609; Draw line through citation if not in I 
considered, include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



GMM/sll 



